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January 4th, 2025 | FIRST TRADITION 11:00 AM | Epiphany

Sunday
PRELUDE James Stanley
Fanfare | James Conely
CALL TO WORSHIP T Rev. Heather Rose

Arise! Shine!

God's light has come to reveal The Way in this New Year.
Arise! Shine!

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.

Arise! Shine!

God's light penetrates the darkness that covers the world.
Arise! Shine!

Nations shall come to God's light and kings to the brightness of
God's dawn.

Arise! Shine! For the Glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
Light of God, illumine the path that leads us to healing, hope and
salvation.

Glory of God, fill this sanctuary and expose the darkness that
stalks our souls.

Light of God, shine with such brightness that we marvel in awe.
Glory of God, fill each temple of the Holy Spirit present today.
Light of God, Glory of God, we welcome you in this place.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN 206 T
| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light| United Methodist Hymnal

PRAYER OF THE DAY T
O God, you made of one kinship all nations, and, by a star in

the East, revealed to all peoples him whose name is Emmanuel.
Enable us who know your presence with us so to proclaim his
unsearchable riches that all may come to his light and bow
before the brightness of his rising, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE T
May the peace of Christ be with you
And also with you

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE T

In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are
both alike. The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my
heart, Lord Jesus.

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Heather Rose

SONG

Jesus loves me, this | know for the Bible tells me so. Little ones
to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves
me. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me- the Bible tells
me so.

CHILDREN'’S TIME Shannon Webb



HYMN 254 T
We Three Kings | United Methodist Hymnal

GOSPEL LESSON T Joy Gentry
Matthew 3: 13-17

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you O Christ

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

SERMON Rev. David C. Freeman

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM

....each a glimpse of God from a different angle.
God claims us with delight. We claim one another as

companions.

....to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in all its forms — within us
and around us.
We need each other.

Today, we remember that the love we encounter through these
waters

cannot be undermined by bigotry or hate, by exclusion or injustice
We are children of the Holy One, siblings in the life of God.

We cannot be kicked out, or accepted only in part.
The full embrace of God always extends to us.



....Through God’s grace,
We leave shame behind and rejoice in the Good News that sets
the captives free.

....Let us pray together.

God of Life and God of Love, through this gift of water, you do
miraculous things. The dust of past shame and guilt are
washed away. The bonds of love are restored. The possibilities
of new life emerge. May it be so for us today as we remember
our baptisms. May your Spirit be upon this water and all who
gather, as we celebrate this sacred family to which you have
called us. Strengthen us in love for one another as we renew
our commitment to the pursuit of the Kingdom of God, where
all your creatures and creations are beloved and free. Amen.

OFFERTORY Chancel Choir
A Stable Lamp is Lighted | Allan Mahnke

DOXOLOGY 94 T

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

INVITATION FOR COMMUNION T Rev. Haley Jones Wells



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING T

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are
both alike. The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my
heart, Lord Jesus.

...as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are
both alike. The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my
heart, Lord Jesus.

...all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.

In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are
both alike. The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my
heart, Lord Jesus.

....Let us pray together.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those, who trespass against us, and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE GIVING OF THE CUPT

VOCAL SOLO Shannon Webb
The Work of Christmas | Dan Forrest

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP T

CLOSING HYMN 660 T
God is Here | United Methodist Hymnal

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS T
We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we

welcome you in Christian love. As members together with you
in the body of Christ and in this congregation of the United
Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to
participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, our
presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION *

CHORAL BENEDICTION T
The Lord Bless and Keep You | Peter Lutkin

POSTLUDE James Stanley

Festive Post/ude | James Conely



ASSISTING IN THE SERVICE
Clergy:

Rev. David C. Freeman

Rev. Heather Rose

Rev. Haley Jones Wells

Music & Worship Arts: Chancel Choir, James Stanley, Shannon
Webb,

Liturgist: Joy Gentry
Audio/Visual: Chris Cone, Lesley Andrews
Altar Guild: Karen Nelson, Mary Thompson

Altar Flowers:

IN OUR PRAYERS
Requesting Prayer:

Kaye Hoover, Hilda Thomas, Pat
Blackstone, Donna Bair



THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH

Sunday, January 4, 2025

9:00 am First Word

10:00 am Sunday School

11:00 am First Tradition (Sanctuary)

2:30 pm Mike Charles Basketball Academy
5:30 pm Canvas Community Worship

Monday, January 5, 2025
9:00 am Flower Girls
1:00 pm Community Café

Tuesday, January 6, 2025
7:00 am Tues. Morning Bible Study
9:00 am Staff Meeting

1:00 pm Community Café
4:00 pm Mike Charles Basketball Academy
6:30 pm Intermediate Taiko

Wednesday, January 7, 2025
11:00 am Canvas Meal Prep
1:00 pm Community Café

Thursday, January 8, 2025

10:00 am PALS Small Group

12:00 pm Caregiver’s Group

4:00 pm Mike Charles Basketball Academy
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